
O n September 10 and 11, 2013, 

Gavin Herbert Eye Institute 

doctors, faculty, donors, patients and 

members of the community gathered to 

celebrate a monumental achievement: 

the Grand Opening of the institute’s 

new building, a cutting-edge eye 

center dedicated to providing the best 

in medical and surgical patient care 

while simultaneously advancing new 

technology and treatment. The $39.5 

million, world-class facility was funded 

completely by philanthropic donations.

At the ceremony, Roger Steinert, MD, 

the institute’s Director and Chair of 

Ophthalmology, shared his vision for 

the institute: “Today, we come together 

to open a new building that will serve 

the community—a new building for 

vision care. But it’s more than that. 

This building represents the possibility 

that we will be reversing and preventing 

blindness by the year 2020.”

 

Jim Mazzo, Steering Committee Chair 

and Versant Ventures Operating Partner, 

also spoke about the community’s  

great accomplishment and thanked 

building namesake Gavin Herbert for  

his extraordinary contribution to vision  

care. Mazzo said, “Today, we open the 

door on a new building that holds the 

promise of better eye care for all of us.”

The institute’s excellent physicians, 

surgeons and scientists now have a  

home base where patients can receive 

a full range of vision services and care. 

And it’s all thanks to your generous 

support. Said Dr. Steinert, “Every penny 

has come from the community. Because 

of you, the Gavin Herbert Eye Institute is 

able to open more eyes to a new view of 

the world.”  

Read more about the new eye institute 
building on pages 4–7.

Fall 2013

Your Dedicated Eye Care 
Specialists

Welcome to the New Gavin 
Herbert Eye Institute

A Place for Patients Built by  
a Committed Community

Supporting a Bright Future

In This Issue

Thank you for supporting the 
Shine The Light Campaign

Gifts of $25,000 and above received since 
January 1, 2013, to support construction  
of the Gavin Herbert Eye Institute:

 Abbott Medical Optics
 Nancy and Paul Arentsen
 Bausch + Lomb 
 Arnold and Mabel Beckman Foundation
 Karen and Bruce Cahill
 J. Stuart Cumming, MD
 Robin and William C. De La Peña, MD
 Discovery Eye Foundation
 Susy and David Endicott
 Yvonne and Handel Evans
 The Garg Family
 Sylvia and Ronald Hartman, MD
 Diane and Harry Johnson
 Ruth and Robert Lingua, MD
 Nancy and Larry Pasquali, MD
 David & Julianna Pyott Foundation
 The Rosso Family Foundation
 Cheryll and Richard Ruszat
 Schoellerman Foundation
 Helen and Jacob Shaham
 Jennifer Simpson, MD and Ron Kurtz, MD
 Loraine and Robert M. Sinskey, MD
 The Robert M. Sinskey Foundation
 WaveTec Vision
 Joy and Scott Whitcup, MD

Gifts of $25,000 and above received  
since January 1, 2013, for research:

  ASCRS
  Arnold and Mabel Beckman Foundation
  ARVO Foundation for Eye Research
  Cystinosis Research Foundation
  Discovery Eye Foundation
  Geneva M. Matlock, MD

For more information about the  
Gavin Herbert Eye Institute, please  
call (949) 824-0091.
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As we celebrate the opening of 

 the new, cutting-edge facility for 

the Gavin Herbert Eye Institute, the 

institute’s mission comes clearly into 

view. The gift of sight is one that the 

institute strives to provide for each of  

its patients through world-class care 

and innovative research. But you 

don’t have to be one of the institute’s 

renowned doctors or researchers to be 

a part of this precious gift. The center 

thrives on the contributions made 

by many generous donors within the 

community through planned giving 

opportunities, including the Charitable 

Gift Annuity.

With a Charitable Gift Annuity, there 

are significant benefits for both you and 

the eye institute. In exchange for your 

generous gift of cash, underperforming 

CDs, or stocks, the University of 

California commits to providing you 

with a fixed income stream for life that 

can range from 4.0% for those who are 

60 years old to 9.0% for those who are 

90 years old and older. 

What’s more, because this lifetime 

income stream is backed by the  

strength of the University’s assets,  

your income is guaranteed and will 

never change with market fluctuations. 

Once the University’s commitment 

to you is fulfilled, the remainder of 

your initial gift is used to further the 

Gavin Herbert Eye Institute’s efforts to 

provide the gift of quality eye care for 

generations to come. 

As you can see, the Charitable Gift 

Annuity is a unique and practical way  

to benefit yourself, a worthy cause and 

the entire community.  

For detailed information, please contact 

Roland Ho in UC Irvine’s Office of 

Planned Giving at (949) 824-6454  

or email roland.ho@uci.edu. 

There are many opportunities to give 

at the Gavin Herbert Eye Institute. 

The table below is a quick overview of the 

many available legacy planning options. 

Types of gifts  

Pays you income 

 Charitable Gift Annuity 

 Charitable Remainder Trust

Used by the University today 

 Outright 

 Charitable Lead Trust 

 IRA Charitable Rollover

Takes effect after your lifetime 

 Bequest 

 Life Insurance Retirement Plans 

 Retained Life Estate

* If you are 70½ or older with a traditional IRA 
account, the IRA charitable rollover allows 
using your required minimum distribution 
to support the institute. The charitable IRA 
rollover expires on December 31, 2013.

The long-awaited opening of our brand new Gavin Herbert Eye Institute (GHEI) building has arrived. 
As we welcome our first patients and residents and perform the first treatments and surgeries, the 
enthusiasm of our faculty and staff continues to grow. Our new facility holds the promise of better eye 
care for Orange County and beyond, as we strive toward our goal of eradicating preventable blindness  
by 2020. 

The lives of our patients will be forever changed 
thanks to your generosity. Thank you for your 
continued dedication and support for this 
wonderful eye care center that we have truly 
built together. For more information on how you 
can support GHEI and help to complete funding 
for the building, please contact Janice Briggs, 
Executive Director of Development, UC Irvine 
Health Advancement, at (949) 824-0091.  

Sincerely,

Roger Steinert, MD
Chair, Department of Ophthalmology

A SHINING BEACON OF VISION CARE
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Anand Bhatt, MD

Assistant Professor, Ophthalmology

Specialties: Cataract and 
Glaucoma

Marjan Farid, MD
Associate Professor, Ophthalmology 
Cornea, Cataract and Refractive 
Surgery
Director, Ocular Surface Disease 
Vice Chair, Ophthalmic Faculty

Specialties: Cornea and External 
Disease, Cataract Surgery, 
Refractive Surgery

Maria Cristina Kenney, MD, 
PhD

Professor, Ophthalmology

Director, Ophthalmology Research

Specialty: Research

Linda S. Lippa, MD

Clinical Professor, Ophthalmology

Director, Medical Education, 
Ophthalmology

Specialty: Comprehensive

Baruch D. Kuppermann, MD, PhD

Professor, Ophthalmology 

Professor, Biomedical Engineering

Director, Retina Service

Vice Chair, Clinical Research, 
Ophthalmology

Specialties: Retina/Vitreous,  
Diabetic Retinopathy

Sameh Mosaed, MD

Associate Professor, Ophthalmology

Specialties: Cataract, Glaucoma 

Jennifer L. Simpson, MD

Associate Professor, 
Ophthalmology

Specialties: Pediatric 
Ophthalmology, Adult Strabismus

Steven L. Weschsler, PhD

Professor, Ophthalmology 

Professor, Microbiology and  
Molecular Genetics

Professor, Center for Virus Research 

Specialty: Research

Jeremiah Tao, MD, FACS
Assistant Professor, Ophthalmology
Director, Oculofacial Plastic and 
Orbital Surgery 
Director, Ophthalmology Residency 
Program
Specialties: Ophthalmic Plastic  
and Reconstructive Surgery, 
Oculofacial Cosmetic Surgery,  
Eyelid, Orbit and Tearing

Lbachir BenMohamed, PhD

Associate Professor, Ophthalmology

Director, Cellular and Molecular 
Immunology

Specialty: Research

Sumit (Sam) Garg, MD
Assistant Professor, Ophthalmology
Medical Director, Ophthalmology
Vice Chair, Clinical Ophthalmology
Director of Technology

Specialties: Cataract, Corneal 
Surgery and External Disease, 
Refractive Surgery

Robert Wade Crow, MD

Assistant Professor, Ophthalmology

Specialty: Neuro-Ophthalmology

Tibor Juhasz, PhD

Professor, Ophthalmology

Professor, Biomedical Engineering

Specialty: Research

Henry J. Klassen, MD, PhD

Associate Professor, 
Ophthalmology

Director, Stem Cell and Retinal 
Regeneration Program

Specialty: Research

Stephanie Y. Lu, MD

Assistant Clinical Professor, 
Ophthalmology

Specialty: Retina/Vitreous 

Robert W. Lingua, MD

Clinical Professor, Ophthalmology

Specialties: Pediatric 
Ophthalmology, Pediatric and Adult 
Strabismus and Refractive Surgery

Anthony B. Nesburn, MD, 
FACS

Professor, Ophthalmology

Vice Chairman, Research, 
Ophthalmology

Specialty: Research

Roger F. Steinert, MD

Irving H. Leopold Professor and 
Chair, Ophthalmology 

Director, Gavin Herbert  
Eye Institute

Professor, Biomedical Engineering

Specialties: Cataract, Cornea 
Surgery, Refractive Surgery

Matthew Wade, MD

Assistant Professor

Specialties: Cornea, Cataract 
and Refractive Surgery

The Gavin Herbert Eye Institute is home to world-class physicians, surgeons and scientists who are committed to providing 

the best in vision care for their patients.

Donald J. Brown, PhD

Assistant Professor, Ophthalmology

Specialty: Research

James V. Jester, PhD

Professor, Ophthalmology

Professor, Biomedical Engineering
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Research Chair
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I n just eleven years, the Gavin 

Herbert Eye Institute has grown 

from an initial concept to a fully 

realized, top-notch eye center 

with a faculty that has received 

numerous awards and grants for 

pioneering eye care therapies.

LOOK HOW FAR 
      WE’VE COME

UC Irvine Chancellor Ralph 
Cicerone approves the 
concept of an eye institute

James V. Mazzo creates 
and chairs the Shine The 
Light steering committee

Roger Steinert, MD, 
joins the UC Irvine 
faculty

UC Irvine approves 
project, site and design 
for the building

Building Site Dedication Groundbreaking 
Ceremony

Topping Out Ceremony
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Gavin Herbert, along 
with Josephine Gleis, 
provide naming gift

2007

Grand Opening of the new home of 
the Gavin Herbert Eye Institute

September 2013

As the institute opened its doors 

 for the Grand Opening, the 

community was able to see the 

realized vision for the Gavin Herbert 

Eye Institute: a shining example 

of what dedication can build. The 

$39.5 million facility was funded 

completely through philanthropy, 

with donations coming from non-

profit organizations, leaders in 

the eye care industry and grateful 

patients—all who believe in the 

institute’s mission to reverse and 

end preventable blindness by the 

year 2020.  

WELCOME TO 

THE NEW GAVIN HERBERT EYE INSTITUTE

A suspended dichroic glass sculpture 
created by Ed Carpenter, a Portland, Oregon 

artist, brightens the Gavin Herbert Eye 
Institute lobby by interacting with natural 
and artificial light. It is named “Shine the 

Light,” which is the theme of the institute’s 
fundraising campaign. The glass exterior of 
the building also symbolizes the institute’s 

aim to provide clear vision for patients in 
Orange County, the nation and the world.

Roger Steinert, MD, Institute Director and Donna Hurt, COT, Clinical 
Services Manager, welcome the first patient to be seen at the new 
facility. A full-service eye clinic, several surgery suites and an optical 
shop give patients the ability to take care of all of their vision needs in 
one place.

Julia and George Argyros (far right), accompanied by Gavin Herbert  
(third from right), tour the high-tech ambulatory surgery center. It is the 
first outpatient surgery center on the UC Irvine campus. All surgeries are 
captured on high-definition video to create educational videos and can be 
transmitted live via internet, viewable anywhere in the world.

Stephanie Lu, MD, a retinal specialist at the institute, shows off a new 
operating room that will be one of the places she performs sight-saving 
procedures for her patients. The institute hosts clinical trials in both 
surgical and medical therapies, so patients have access to the latest in 
eye care technology. 

Roger Steinert, MD, points out the cutting-edge instruments in an operating 
room to Tom Frinzi, CEO of WaveTec Vision, an Aliso Viejo company 
whose innovative imaging device helps guide accurate surgery at GHEI, 
and to Dan McWard, a key member of the GHEI steering committee. Other 
state-of-the-art equipment features include ceiling-mounted microscopes 
and two “booms” which hold necessary electrical, internet and gas line 
connections, avoiding dangerous cords and lines on the OR floor. 

Learn more about the  
new facility and its patient offerings  

on the following pages.

www.eye.uci.eduwww.eye.uci.edu/fall



While the Gavin Herbert 

Eye Institute represents 

the latest in eye care technology 

and treatments, it was designed 

with patients in mind. In fact, the 

generous contributions of many 

current and former patients helped 

to name centers and examination 

areas within the institute. Here 

are some of the ways the institute 

strives to provide the best patient 

experience possible.  

of state-of-the-art facilities.

dedicated to conferences and education.

from groundbreaking to opening! 

raised to build the institute to date.

remaining to be raised.

THE

GAVIN HERBERT
EYE INSTITUTE

BUILDING
BY THE NUMBERS

ambulatory major operating rooms,
LASIK, Refractive and Oculofacial 

Plastic Surgery Center.

Sleek, modern waiting areas 
offer a comfortable place to 
rest, so patients and families 
can relax while waiting to 
be seen by a member of the 
institute’s top-notch faculty.

State-of-the-art equipment, such 
as this femtosecond laser used 
for LASIK surgeries, allows Gavin 
Herbert Eye Institute doctors 
to give patients the best eye 
treatments available.

The 8,500-square-foot patient 
clinic provides patients with 
comprehensive services, from 
routine eye exams to treatments 
for conditions such as macular 
degeneration and glaucoma, 
all at one location. Careful 
considerations were made 
to optimize patient flow for a 
pleasant overall experience.

The Julia and George Argyros Surgery 
Center was established with a gift from the 
couple and the Argyros Family Foundation. 
Their substantial support and commitment 
to the Gavin Herbert Eye Institute and the 
community have truly helped to improve the 
lives of people in Orange County.

Fully outfitted eye exam and 
patient care conference rooms 
make seeing a physician 
comfortable and private. Four 
pediatric exam rooms with subtly 
concealed instruments help to 
keep children at ease.

The optical shop in the lobby 
of the institute is staffed 
with a full-time optometrist, 
so patients can update their 
prescriptions and select new 
glasses at their convenience.

Patients can order food or drinks 
from the well-stocked coffee shop 
and view the Shine The Light 
bricks engraved with names and 
messages of the Gavin Herbert 
Eye Institute’s generous donors. 
The outdoor Schoellerman Healing 
Garden is a nice place to enjoy  
a snack while taking in what  
the community has built together:  
a new home for vision care in 
Orange County.

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY 

The new Gavin Herbert Eye Institute is ready and waiting for patients like 
you! To make an eye appointment, please call (949) 824-2020. For dates 
and times of upcoming patient education seminars or to learn more details 
about procedures and services, visit www.eye.uci.edu/fall.  

A PLACE FOR PATIENTS

BUILT BY A COMMITTED COMMUNITY

The donor wall bears the names of major 
contributors to the institute.

www.eye.uci.edu/fall



Consistent with a storied ophthalmic 
career that includes pioneering 
treatments that are now standard for 
multiple eye conditions, Dr. Robert 
Sinskey made a generous donation 
just prior to the Grand Opening 
of the Gavin Herbert Eye Institute 
building—in addition to the amount 
he already pledged. “It is my hope that 
my contribution will help the institute 
continue to innovate, succeed and 
grow,” says Dr. Sinskey.

A noted ophthalmologist, vintner, 
surgeon, teacher and cataract surgery 
pioneer, Dr. Sinskey currently partners 
with the institute on a treatment 
for nystagmus (shaking eyes). The 
procedure has been successfully 

performed under his guidance by the 
institute’s exceptional surgeons, Dr. 
Robert Lingua and Dr. Jeremiah Tao. 
Dr. Sinskey also donated an instrument 
to measure the surgery’s results and 

validate it as an effective, safe and 
lasting treatment. “I am forever grateful 
to Dr. Roger Steinert for agreeing to 
study this procedure at the institute 
when other eye centers turned me 
away. It brings new hope to nystagmus 
sufferers worldwide.

“It’s all about making a difference in the 
lives of our patients,” says Dr. Sinskey, 
whose most recent contribution has 
named the institute’s Loraine and 
Robert Sinskey, MD, Pediatric Vision 
Center. “This beautiful building will be 
a platform for the institute’s scientists 
and staff to achieve great things. Under 
Dr. Steinert’s leadership, the Gavin 
Herbert Eye Institute can take vision 
care to a whole new level.”  

SUPPORTING A BRIGHT FUTURE
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

A Free Dry Eye Seminar for Patients will be held at the Gavin 

Herbert Eye Institute on December 19, 2013, from 5:30 pm to  

7:00 pm. Please call 949-824-9970 to register. Space is limited.

The Dining in the Dark Visionary Awards Dinner will be  

held at the Island Hotel in Newport Beach on February 

27, 2014. Honorees include Thomas Burns of the Glaukos 

Corporation and the institute’s own Jennifer Simpson, MD. 

Proceeds will benefit the Foundation Fighting Blindness and 

the Gavin Herbert Eye Institute. For more information,  

contact Donna Cohen at 866-782-7330 or visit  

www.FightBlindess.org/DiningintheDark. 

The Shine The Light Brick Campaign engraved bricks can 

be seen at the Coffee Shop Terrace of the institute’s new 

building. It’s not too late to leave your mark! For more 

information on supporting the institute by purchasing an 

engraved brick with your personal message, contact Karen 

Kirkbride at karen.kirkbride@uci.edu or 949-824-1677.

www.eye.uci.edu

UPCOMING EVENTS

Loraine and Robert Sinskey, MD,  
with Roger Steinert, MD.


